
  

 

UNM  
Regentsô Scholarship 

Program Handbook  



2 

 

 
The University of New Mexico  

Regentsô Scholarship Program Handbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Description  4 

Criteria  5 

Selection Process 6 

Orientation/Advisement  6 

Residence Hall 7 

Specialized Services 7 

Regentsô Scholars Service to UNM 8 

Scholarship Maintenance 8 

Appeal Process 9 

Leave of Absence, Graduation, National and International 
Exchange Programs and Withdrawals/Transfers 

10 

Conduct and Behavior 11 

Table of Contents  



3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Regentsô Scholars Scholarship Recipient: 
 
Congratulations on your selection as a Regentsô Scholars Scholarship recipient. We are proud to 
have you as part of the University of New Mexico and look forward to your outstanding  
accomplishments and contributions to the University.  
 
This on-line handbook has been provided to ensure your full participation and understanding of 
all requirements of the Regentsô Scholars Scholarship Program. Please review the handbook, use 
the resources identified and let us know how we can assist you while you are at UNM. 
 
Best wishes, 

Eddie Salazar 

Eddie Salazar 
Financial Aid Manger  
Scholarships & Funds Management 
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The UNM Regentsô Scholars Scholarship Handbook 

Program Description  
 

In 1989 the Board of Regents established the University of New Mexico Regentsô Scholars 
Scholarship Program. 
 
The Regentsô Scholars Scholarship Program provides an award that can be applied toward 
tuition and fees, room and board, and books to a maximum of twenty freshman students 
who meet specific criteria outlined on the following pages. The award can be maintained for 
up to eight (8) consecutive semesters provided the student meets specific renewal criteria 
each semester. 
 
Regentsô Scholars will be involved in innovative and exciting programs and opportunities. To 
enhance the studentsô academic experiences, each Scholar may be assigned one of UNMôs 
outstanding faculty members who will serve as a mentor. 
 
Regentsô Scholars will be admitted to the University of New Mexico University Honors  
Program and will receive specialized advisement and course registration privileges. 
 
Regentsô Scholars will represent the University at various community and University  
functions.  
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Criteria  

 
Application deadline: December 1 
 
Applicants must meet the following minimum requirements:  
 

Valedictorian or;*  
ACT composite score of 31 or higher (or SAT equivalent) and;*  
A cumulative sixth (6 th) semester grade point average of 3.9 or higher and;*  
Submit a complete scholarship application by December 1st  
Apply for Admission to the University of New Mexico  
Must be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident 

 
The following will also be taken into consideration:  

National Scholarship Recognition, e.g.: National Merit Finalist, National Hispanic 
Scholar, National Achievement Scholar 

Enriched college preparatory course work and advanced placement courses 
Extracurricular and leadership activities  

Four (4) year/Eight (8) consecutive semester renewable award 
 
* Even though students may meet one of the minimum requirements listed, at the  
second level of review, at least two of the items mentioned as minimums will advance a 
candidate to the next level. 
 
Applications for the Regentsô Scholars will be available on the UNM Scholarship website, 
at the Office of Admissions and Recruitment Services, the Alumni Office and statewide at 
high school guidance counseling offices. 
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Selection Process 
 

Selection:  
The Regentsô Scholars selection process begins immediately after the December 1  
freshman scholarship deadline. 
 
 
Applications are initially reviewed for completion, and criteria are assessed. Files are  
created and referred to reading teams consisting of faculty, current Regentsô Scholars and 
administrative personnel. Reading teams comprised of up to three members per team  
review and rank the applicants. Group decisions determine semi-finalists and those invited 
to an interview.  
 
Interview:  
Interviews for the Regentsô Scholars Scholarship Program semi-finalists are mandatory 
and scheduled in early February. Approximately 50 semi-finalists are invited to participate 
in an interview. Out -of-town and out-of-state candidatesô travel costs are covered (student 
only). A panel consisting of faculty members, administrative personnel and current  
Regentsô Scholars, who were involved in the initial reading and semi-finalist selection,  
conduct the interview. The interview will last approximately fifteen minutes and each  
semi-finalist (interviewee) meets with two panels.  
 
Recipients will be determined by composite scores based on both the application and the 
interview. Finalists will be notified immediately after the interview process by phone and 
an offer letter. An acceptance form will accompany the offer letter. The acceptance form 
must be received by the Scholarship Office no later than May 1  

Orientation/Advisement  

 
Regentsô scholars must attend regular LOBOrientation sessions to fulfill the Universityôs 
mandatory freshmen orientation requirement and also attend the mandatory Regentsô 
Scholars orientation at the end of the summer. Scholars will be notified by letter of the  
orientation date.  
 
NOTE:  Regentsô Scholars are expected to pay the LOBOrientation fee assessed by the 
program. 



7 

 

Residence Hall 
 

 
Regentsô Scholars are required to participate in the Scholarsô Wing program during the 
freshman year. Living on campus provides an excellent opportunity to participate in  
specific activities of the Regentsô Scholars as well as general student life programs. 
 
Scholars Floor/Housing:  
The University of New Mexico provides special housing accommodations for Regentsô 
Scholars. The third floor of Hokona Hall houses the Scholarsô Wing. Students on various 
scholarship programs are eligible to participate in the Scholarsô Wing Housing Plan. 
 
Services offered at the Scholarsô Wing include: personalized advisement and/or  
counseling, forums for open dialogues and specialized activities. Additionally, Regentsô 
Scholars are given the opportunity to live in an atmosphere that is conducive to private 
and undisturbed study. Planned social activities may be included as part of the Scholarsô 
Wing Housing option  
 
 

Specialized Services 
 

 
Mentorship:  
UNM Regentsô Scholars are matched and assigned to a mentor(s). Mentors are faculty 
members selected by the Coordinator of the Regentsô Scholars program. Each  
Scholar/Mentor match is a result of research compiled from student demographics and 
intended fields of study. You are encouraged to meet with your mentor regularly.  
Mentors will also contact you from time to time throughout your UNM career.  
 
Mentors may assist in the following areas: advisement, employment (referrals), personal 
counseling, internship opportunities, etc.  
 
 
Honors Participation:  
Regentsô Scholars are required to participate in the University Honors Program for at 
least their freshman/sophomore years. They should also participate in departmental 
honors in their majors. The application process must be completed for both University 
Honors (as freshmen) and departmental (as juniors). Privileges include: special library 
privileges, space in University Honors seminar classes, advisement, special program  
consideration (e.g.; Conexiones), etc. Students must maintain the minimum University 
Honors program standards. Failure to participate in either the University Honors  
Program or in departmental honors may result in the cancellation of the Regentsô  
Scholarship, even in the third or fourth years of the award. Participation in honors will 
be verified annually by the Regentsô Scholars Coordinator. 
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Regentsô Scholars Service to UNM 
 

 
As a Regentsô Scholar at the University of New Mexico, you will be expected to participate in 
various activities and special events sponsored by UNM. For example, you may assist in the 
following ways: making presentations about the Regentsô Scholars program to high school 
students throughout the state; acting as a host during the interview phase of the Regentsô 
Scholars program selection process; serving as a member of a reading and selection  
committee and participating in the interview process; representing the University of New 
Mexico at various forums including Alumni, Admissions, and Development Office activities 
geared to promote fund-raising and financial sponsorship of the program.  
 
Regentsô Scholars are expected to participate in volunteer service through both campus and 
community organizations. This service will be reviewed and verified annually by the  
Regentsô Scholars Coordinator. Failure to perform volunteer service may result in the  
cancellation of the Regentsô Scholarship. 
 
If you are employed, we encourage you to limit the hours you work while enrolled in the  
Regentsô Scholars Scholarship Program to no more than 10 hours a week. The level of the 
Regentsô Scholarship enables you to concentrate on your academic work , service to the 
University of New Mexico, and special activities of interest to you. 
 

 

 

 

Scholarship Maintenance 
 

 
To maintain the scholarship, a student must complete 15 new credit hours with a 3.3 grade 
point average at the UNM Main Campus each semester (Fall and Spring semesters). The 
summer session may be used to address hour and grade point deficiencies. Please note, 
however, that the Regentsô Scholars Program will not fund summer sessions. 
 
The following also applies: 
¶ Students may take only one Credit/No Credit option class per semester. 
¶ ñTò courses (technical, vocational or special courses) do not count toward hours or 

G.P.A.  
¶ Audit courses do not count toward hours or G.P.A. 
¶ Students may receive credit for only one credit hour of non-professional activity P.E. 

per semester 
¶ Students may not receive credit hours for scholarship purposes by participating in 

any correspondence courses. 
¶ A student receiving a grade of ñFò will not receive credit toward hours for scholarship 

purposes. 
¶ Repeat courses (hours) do not count toward scholarship requirements.  
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Appeal Process 
 

 
The UNM Regentsô Scholars Scholarship Program allows for Regentsô Scholars to appeal 
any decisions made regarding the postponement or cancellation of the award because of 
inability to complete renewal requirements.  
 
The Scholarship Office will review academic progress at the end of each semester. Students 
who do not meet renewal requirements will be notified of the scholarship cancellation.  
 
Appeals may be addressed by submitting the Scholarship Petition (available on the  
scholarship website) and a detailed (typed) letter describing extenuating circumstances 
which contributed to the failure to meet academic requirements.  
 
Additional support documentation, if applicable, should be submitted for review with your 
scholarship petition (i.e., medical, legal, support letters from advisors and/or faculty).  
 
Scholarship petitions will be addressed immediately upon receipt, and students will be no-
tified when a decision is rendered. 
 
The Scholarship Office will review all scholarship petitions. Instructions about any  
stipulations or conditions imposed will be addressed when you are notified of the decision. 
Examples of stipulations may be: a) summer school enrollment; b) personal  
interview/meeting with assigned mentor, faculty and/or staff member;  
c) one-semester-at-a-time funding; d) provisional status and/or a contract.  
 
 
Provisional Status:  
You may lose your Regentsô Scholars Scholarship for failure to meet any of the renewal  
requirements stated earlier. If you have lost your scholarship, you are placed on  
provisional status . Provisional status means you will not receive Regentsô Scholarship 
funding while you are not meeting the requirements for renewal, and you are personally 
responsible for paying your tuition and fees. 
 
At the end of each semester, students who do not meet the eligibility requirements are  
notified by the Scholarship Office. 
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Reinstatement:  
If you are on provisional status, you can have your scholarship reinstated by completing a 
minimum of 15 new credit hours with a 3.3 GPA in a single semester at the UNM Main  
Campus. Only courses taken at the UNM Main Campus during the semester(s) a student is 
on provisional status will be counted toward reinstatement of the scholarship.  
 
If your scholarship is reinstated, you must meet all requirements necessary to maintain the 
scholarship going forward.   
 
If you are placed on provisional status more than twice, or if you stay on provisional status 
for two consecutive semesters without earning reinstatement, you will be considered  
ineligible for the Regentsô Scholars Scholarship Program. 
 
If you disagree with the decision of your appeal, you have an opportunity to have your case 
considered by a manager or director in the Student Financial Aid Office.  If there is  
additional or new information that was not presented in your original appeal, you may  
request this final appeal by submitting a new Scholarship Petition and supporting  
documentation within five days to the Student Financial Aid Office.  
 
While you are on provisional status, you are still considered to be a Regentsô Scholar.  
However, you will not receive the stipend that semester. Also, provisional term(s) will count 
as one semester of your eight consecutive semesters of eligibility. 

Leave of Absence, Graduation, National and International 
Exchange Programs and Withdrawals/Transfers 

 
Leave of Absence and Co -op Programs:  
If you wish to interrupt your education for church mission, military service, co -op programs 
or medical reasons, you must submit a petition for a leave of absence to the Scholarship  
Office explaining the request with corresponding documentation. If you are on leave of  
absence but still enrolled at UNM, you must maintain a 3.3 G.P.A. for all hours enrolled  
during the leave of absence. While you are on approved leave of absence you will not receive 
your scholarship; instead it will be held for you until you return to UNM. To reactivate 
scholarship eligibility after receiving an approved leave of absence, students must notify the 
Scholarship Office at least one month, but no more than two months, prior to the start of the 
semester he or she will be returning. A leave of absence request that has not been approved 
prior to a student's exit of the University may not be approved.     


